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Status 

!)□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

2a)n This action is FINAL. zbM This action is non-final 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ISI Claim(s) 4 and 5 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) 4 and 5 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: ajQ accepted or bfl objected to by the Examiner 
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1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 4-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over EP 373,974 to 
Manning et al in view of Adam et al, U.S. Patent No. 5,573,841. Manning et al discloses a 
method of making a nonwoven fabric comprising the steps of forming a slurry of pulp fibers and 
thermoplastic fibers, depositing the fibers to form a wet sheet and hydraulically entangling the 
fibers. The fibers may have the claimed dimensions and are present in the claimed proportions. 
Manning et al differs from the claimed invention because Manning et al does not disclose the 
weight percent of fibers in the slurry. Adam et al teaches that in forming a fibrous slurry that the 
slurry should contain about 0.01 to 1 .5 percent by weight of fibers. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have formed the 
slurry of Manning et al so that it comprised 0.01 to 1 .5 percent by weight of fibers. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to use to form the slurry so that it 
comprised 0.01 to 1.5 percent by weight of fibers because Adam teaches that this amount of fibers 
is conventional when forming a web by the wet-laid method. 

3 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Elizabeth M. Cole whose telephone number is (703) 308-0037. The 
examiner may be reached between 6:30 AM and 5:00 PM Monday through Thursday. 

Mr. Terrel Morris, the examiner's supervisor, may be reached at (703) 308-2414. 
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Inquiries of a general nature may be directed to the Group Receptionist whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-066 1 . 

f ■ ^i^nffo^T;?'' ^^2-9310. The fax number for official after final 

taxes is (703) 872-93 11. The fax number for unofficial faxes is (703) 305-5436. 
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